
Discovering the Call of God 
 
25 Jesus, knowing their thoughts, called them to his side and said, “Kings and those with great authority in this world 
rule oppressively over their subjects, like tyrants. 26 But this is not your calling. You will lead by a completely different 
model. The greatest one among you will live as the one who is called to serve others, 27 because the greatest honor 
and authority is reserved for the one with the heart of a servant. 28 For even the Son of Man did not come expecting 

to be served by everyone, but to serve everyone, and to give his life in exchange for the salvation of many.” 
Matthew 20:25-28 TPT 

The Servant Example of Jesus 
I. In preparing for the ministry, the first place we must start is acknowledging that every 

believer is called to ______________.  
 

A. Jesus ________________ it 
1. Jesus _______________ it.  

a. Here, to the disciples in Matthew 20.  
 

“11 But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant. 12 And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he 
who humbles himself will be exalted.”  Matthew 13:11-12 NKJV 

 
b. Also in Matthew 23, Jesus commends each of His followers to a life of service 

over being served – ________________ over position.  
 

“5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery 
to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the 

likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point 
of death, even the death of the cross. ” Philippians 2:5-8 NKJV 

 
“7 But stripped Himself [of all privileges and rightful dignity], so as to assume the guise of a servant (slave), in that 

He became like men and  was born a human being.’’ Phil. 2:7 AMPC 

 
2. Jesus __________________ it.  

a. Notice the Amplified classic’s choice of words, “Jesus stripped Himself [of all 
privileges and rightful dignity]” for the purpose of becoming a ______________.  

b. While He could have come in power and authority to make people serve, honor 
and revere Him, He exactly the opposite to demonstrate God’s ____________.  

c. In John 14, when He said His _________ and ___________ were not His own – 
they were the father’s.  
i. He could have defended Himself, but He chose to remain Father’s Servant in 

_______________ with the religious, ____________ to His staff, His sermons 
and the healings and miracles even to the death of the cross.  

ii. The more we seek to imitate the servant model of Jesus, the more the 
____________ of God can rest upon us to do extraordinary things.  

 



 
3. If Jesus demonstrated and recommended ________________________ living, how 

much more should we be mindful to obey the Heavenly Father and look for 
opportunities to serve people around us on a regular basis.  
a. How you see yourself will greatly affect your attitude and _________________ 

of others 
b. Yes, the Lord grants us ___________ and _____________ of purpose and 

grandeur, on occasion, but even in those moments He is revealing in what way 
we can serve Him.  

Our Challenge 
 

B. ____________-driven ministry model 
1. Ephesians 4:11 gives us five names (or titles) for distinct _____________ of Christ’s 

Spirit within the Body of Christ.  
a. Each of these titles describes the type of work, by which the Spirit ___________ 

the Body of Christ.  
b. We could say it like this, “When you see this type of ___________________ in 

the Church, this is the Spirit’s work through this office – Apostle, Prophet, etc.” 
c. When Paul describes these functions, he was not ascribing glory to man, man’s 

efforts nor anything relating to the _________ of man.  
 

2. In our current universal church culture, there are several groups who grant 
__________ to individuals to describe the level of spirituality, authority or 
jurisdiction of individuals.  
a. These groups model the complete _____________ servant-minded leadership 

Jesus addressed with His disciples.  
b. One such group, in endeavoring to make distinction between levels of ministry 

experience, has conferred the title of “___________” in front of Biblical titles. 
c. This is a dangerous practice not rooted in _____________, nor love.  
d. This leads to ____________ agendas, selfishness and covetousness.  
e. In that environment, _________ becomes the focus.  

 
C. All _____________ of One Master 

 
“9 In this work, we work with God, and that means that you are a field under God’s cultivation, or, if you like, a 

house being built to his plan.” 1 Corinthians 3:9 Phillips 
 

1. This verse tells us four things: 
a. He is the ____________ 
b. We are the _______________ 
c. He determines ____________ we are to serve 
d. He determines the ___________ to be done 
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2. Our part is to seek the Father and allow His Spirit to soften our ______________ to 
followership. 
a. My lifelong prayer has been, “Lord, I’ll go where You want me to go. I’ll do what 

You want me to do. I’ll say whatever You want me to say – to whom You want 
me to say it.” 

b. When we assume that _______________: 
i. No task is ____________ us – He shows us how to serve 

ii. No task is too ___________ – He empowers us 
iii. No person is too _________ – we do this as unto Christ 
iv. No person is too _________ – Christ initiates our message 

The Call 
26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were 

powerful, not many were of noble birth.  27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose 
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that 

are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God.” 
 1 Corinthians 1:26-29 ESV 

 
II. Serving becomes a _____________. 

A. When God calls you, He is simply asking you to serve in a greater ________________.  
1. ___________________ opens doors that cannot be opened any other way.  
2. Paul, in 1 Tim. 1:12, claimed that Christ enabled Him, putting him into the ministry 

because he was counted _______________.  
a. What are you being ______________ over right now that doesn’t seem to relate 

to your calling?  
b. Stay with it until Jesus gives orders for ________________________ elsewhere.  

 
B. Philip was a young man _____________ ____________ who went down and preached 

Christ to an entire city in Samaria – the entire city came to Jesus!  
1. He leaves a city-wide ________________ and ministers to one Ethiopian eunuch.  
2. Later, we read that Philip was called an __________________.  

a. How did he become an evangelist? One step of __________________ at a time.  
b. Do you think he might have had ____________ or ______________, while he 

was waiting on tables, of ministering like the twelve apostles?  
c. Do you think God gave him _________________ of his future? 

3. _____________________ opened the door to preach to the city and to the eunuch.  
  

III. How do you ______________ your calling? 
A. Jesus discovered His calling/identity in the _________________.  

 
 
“ 27 And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning 
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Himself . 

 44 Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be 
fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me .” 

 Luke 24:27, 44 NKJV 
 

“ 46 For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me .” John 5:46 NKJV 
 

“ 7 Then said I, Lo, I come ( in the volume of the book it is written of me ,) to do thy will, O God.” Hebrews 10:7 NKJV 
 
“ 41 While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, 42 saying, “What do you think about the Christ? 
Whose Son is He?” They said to Him, “The Son of David.” 43 He said to them, “How then does David in the Spirit call 
Him ‘Lord,’ saying: 44 ‘ The LORD said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool”’? 45 
If David then calls Him ‘Lord,’ how is He his Son?” 46 And no one was able to answer Him a word, nor from that day 

on did anyone dare question Him anymore.” Matthew 22:41-49 NKJV 
 
“ 52 Then the Jews said to Him, “Now we know that You have a demon! Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and You 

say, ‘If anyone keeps My word he shall never taste death.’ 53 Are You greater than our father Abraham, who is 
dead? And the prophets are dead. Who do You make Yourself out to be?” 

54 Jesus answered, “If I honor Myself, My honor is nothing. It is My Father who honors Me, of whom you say that He 
is your God. 55 Yet you have not known Him, but I know Him. And if I say, ‘I do not know Him,’ I shall be a liar like 

you; but I do know Him and keep His word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was 
glad.” 57 Then the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to 
them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.” 59 Then they took up stones to throw at Him; but 

Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.” 
John 8:52-59 NKJV 

 

1. The most important thing to understand, once you’re born again, is who our 
________________ ________________ is.  

2. Secondly, the next subject of importance is who you are in ______________ to the 
______________.  

3. The only viable method to understand those two subjects is through the ________.  
a. Some call that subject “In Christ” or “Righteousness”, but it deals with your 

______________ in relation to the Father. 
b. Search the Epistles (Acts –Jude) to distinguish verses that address ________ we 

are and __________ we have become. 
 

B. Paul’s discovery of a changed ____________. 
 

“ 20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” Galatians 2:20 NKJV 

 
 

“ 20 I identified myself completely with him. Indeed, I have been crucified with Christ. My ego is no longer central. It 
is no longer important that I appear righteous before you or have your good opinion, and I am no longer driven to 

impress God. Christ lives in me. The life you see me living is not "mine," but it is lived by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me.” Galatians 2:20 The Message 
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1. ____________________ is defined in the dictionary as “one in the same.” 
2. _____________ ____________ is someone who acts as though they are “one in the 

same” as someone else – without permission to do so.  
3. Jesus identified with us – our ________ state.  

a. He became “one in the same” with us. 
b. To the effect that now we are “one in the same” with Him! 
c. “…as He is so are we in this world.” 1 John 4:17b 

4. As Saul, he was doing God a ____________ by killing Christians.  
5. As Paul, he is the ______________ servant of Jesus converting others to follow Him.  

 
C. By defining your ____________ with Christ, you are ready to begin to seek the Lord as 

to your specific calling.  
1. Like Jesus, when you discover your identity, it will unlock your _______________! 
2. Now it’s time to seek God with a season of ___________ and _____________.  

a. Most people want to skip step one and go straight to their ______________ 
____________.  

b. When you do that, you begin without a sound definition of ____________, then 
folks come up with all kinds of squirrely ideas.  

3. The Holy Spirit is standing by to show you the ___________.  
4. Maybe you already know some of the parts of your calling, here are some thoughts 

that you can ask yourself while you seek the Lord.  
 
IV. What is the call? It’s an __________________.  

A. Ralph Waldo Emerson is credited with the statement, “Life is a journey, not a 
____________________.” 

1. It’s unclear who was the first to edit that phrase into, “_______________ is not a 
destination, it’s a journey.” 

2. It is not one _________, one ____________________, one ________________, etc. 
3. The call is a walking with God through an ordinary life leaving extraordinary 

____________ behind.  
B. Rephrase: The call of God is an assignment to be _______________ to someone 

somewhere.  
1. Everything God created was created to ____________ a problem. 

a. Food solves a hunger problem.  
b. Eyes see, ears hear, hands work, feet walk, etc. 
c. It was not good for man to be alone, so God formed Eve.  
d. Your life was created to ___________ a problem in another’s life.  
e. You are God’s _______________ to someone. 

2. God will only call you something ____________________ with you.  
a. Within that call are all the equipment, resources and ________________ to 

fulfill your assignment.  
b. God never considered your ________, abilities or resources when He called you.  
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3. Your assignment will require total _______________.  
4. Keys to discovering your assignment: 

a. What/who unlocks your ___________________? 
b. Whose _____________ matters to you? (lost, poor, sick) 
c. Whatever ___________ you could be a clue to what you’re called to heal.  

i. Nehemiah ____________ at the broken walls of Jerusalem.  
ii. Ezra _________ and sobbed over the condition of the temple in Jerusalem.  

d. Your ___________ is a clue a problem you’re called to solve. (Moses) 
i. Focused ________ is often the key to miraculous change.  

ii. Who will become _______ enough to cause change to abortion in America? 
iii. Anger is not a complete loss of _____________; it often fuels change.  

e. For whom would you be willing to __________ in order to see them succeed? 
f. Whose __________ stays in the forefront of your thinking? 

 
24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, 

and  follow Me.”  Matthew 16:24 NKJV 

 
C. Once you get an adequate picture of the call of Christ upon your life, count the cost 

and make a ______________ ______________ to never let anything stop you from 
obeying! 

1. A ______________ _______________ is:  
a. A clear course of __________________ moving forward 
b. From which there is no _________________ 

2. Your wedding vows should have been a quality decision. 
3. Your conversion to Jesus Christ should have been a quality decision.  
4. When you commit yourself to the call of God, make your decision ______________ 

to focus upon: 
a. ___________ – the One Who called and you serve. 
b. Growing the ______________ – you don’t know now what you will discover on 

this path. 
c. Remaining __________ from the people you are called to serve. (1 Cor. 9:19) 
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