
The Ideal Pastor 
The ideal pastor is difficult to find. But if your church is fortunate, you may be able to secure his services. Since he 
is the ideal pastor, it won't cost very much - he lives by faith. Yet he can be counted upon to tithe heavily and still be 
able to afford a large house in which he will regularly entertain the entire congregation. 
He loves the older folks of the church, visiting them regularly. Besides this, he spends all of his time with the young 
people. The glow on his face reveals his secret. He's spent many hours on his knees before God. However, he's 
always available to anyone who drops by for a friendly chat. What's a half-hour out of his schedule since he only 
works on Sunday anyway. 
The ideal pastor loves to disciple new converts and gives full-time attention to calling on the elderly, ill, and shut-in. 
He has a model family, is always in the church office when you call and is busy at the hospital, just looking for a 
soul to comfort. He would never miss a church function, and attends every function sponsored by the ministerial 
association. In addition, he meets all his neighbors and civic leaders within the community and wins their hearts 
too. 
The ideal pastor has a worldwide ministry through television, radio, tapes, and books and he travels extensively 
preaching the Word. He still has time, however, to listen to everyone's problems and wants to be updated on the 
progress of your bunions and backaches. 
The ideal pastor is only 29 and has been preaching 30 years. He preaches sermons that win the hearts of the lost 
and inspire the minds of the mature. He produces miracles like Smith Wigglesworth, teaches faith like Kenneth 
Hagin, evangelizes like Billy Graham, has the eloquence of Spurgeon and the fervor of Moody. Yet he is so 
profoundly simple that even preschoolers are blessed. Teenagers take notes on his sermons. 
The ideal pastor comprehends the complexity of church finances, has mastery of the church budget, and never 
talks about money. He is a strong believer in holiness and church discipline and never speaks a stern word to 
anyone. 
The ideal pastor is easily spotted. Just look for the man dressed in the latest style suit and color coordinated outfit. 
He found it at the bottom of the missionary barrel, but knows how important it is to impress well-to-do newcomers 
with clothes that say "success" and "achievement." 
The ideal pastor is tall, short, lean, and husky, with brown hair and blond hair. He has a deep, resonant voice which, 
because it is quietly loud, pleases everyone and is audible to the hard of hearing. He can sing, lead music, and 
delegates authority to everyone. Besides this, he helps each layman and does all the things other people are too 
busy to do. In short, he keeps the entire church and each family running smoothly. 
You are probably sure by now that you don't have the ideal pastor. Take heart! You can easily re-shape your 
present pastor. He should listen to what you say, after all, he is God's servant. 
On the other hand, if you happen to have the ideal pastor, just wait a little while and you won't. He'll be confined to 
a room at the hospital. 
There is an alternative: love the pastor you do have and pray for him. You prayed, God answered, and now you 
have him - at least until he finds the ideal church full of ideal church members. 
(Modified slightly from The Evangelical Beacon, magazine of the Evangelical Free Church of America, copyright 
1984) 


